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DOE, NSF PICK UM STUDENT FOR PRESTIGIOUS PILOT PROGRAM 
MISSOULA -
The U.S. Department of Energy and National Science Foundation have chosen a 
University of Montana student as a fellow in their pilot program for prospective teachers at the 
Pacific Northwest National Laboratory this summer.
Leslie Dalbey, a junior in biology working on certification for secondary teaching, will 
spend 10 weeks with other selected fellows at the state-of-the-art facility, learning about the 
real world of science, mathematics and technology by doing scientific research.
Dalbey is a 1997 graduate of Bozeman High School and one of the unusual UM 
students who will fulfill all the requirements for a bachelor’s degree in biology and a secondary 
school teaching certificate in four years, according to Diane Bilderback, student adviser for 
UM’s Division of Biological Sciences.
“It’s complicated to do biology and education,” Bilderback said, “because you have to 
do a biology major and then do the certification courses. Leslie is one of our stellar teaching 
students. She’s going to be a super teacher.”
Dalbey has earned a 3.5 grade-point average overall at UM, in content and education 
courses, said education Assistant Professor Fletcher Brown, her education adviser. Dalbey also 
ranked in the top third of students admitted to the School of Education in 1999, Brown said.
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Biological sciences Associate Professor Erick Greene praised Dalbey as a focused, 
interactive student, with an impressive list of academic accomplishments, work experience and 
service activities. “Leslie is clearly one of those special students with a real spark,” he said.
During her fellowship at the laboratory, Dalbey will work with master teachers and 
mentor scientists, sharpening her skills, broadening her science knowledge and learning how to 
transfer these to the classroom. Her assignments will include preparing an educational module 
to post on the Web, writing a paper to submit to an undergraduate research journal and giving 
an oral presentation about her research.
Each fellowship constitutes an investment of about $30,000, which includes student 
stipend, travel and housing, and the support of laboratory scientists and educational mentors. 
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